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“The measure of any great civilisation is in its 
cities, and a measure of a city's greatness is to 
be found in the quality of its public spaces, its 
parks and its squares.”

John Ruskin 
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An infrastructure

“The substructure or underlying foundation on 

which continuance and growth of a community 

or state depends”
Source: Webster’s dictionary

� An order of priority

� A spatial organization

� A suite of services
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A spatial organization

“Who’d build a road system where 
the roads didn’t connect?”

Edward Mc Mahon, ULI
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A suite of services

� Functions

� Benefits

Commercial development set 
within GI 

Pond balances storm flow

Sustainable drainage 
system reduces 
flood risk+ cost

Motorway 

River

Housing

Country park on reclaimed 
industrial site provides:

• Healthy leisure and 
exercise

• Urban wildlife
• Employment

Cycle route on disused 
railway line

Trees and green spaces in town 
ameliorate effects of climate 
change

GI in flood plain helps to 
manage risk of 
downstream urban 
flooding

Upland grazing and 
moorland drainage 
scheme slows and 
reduces run-off

Woodland provides 
setting for tourism, 
biofuels and education

Visitor 
centre In 
restored mill

Riverside 
walk

Allotments

Sports pitchesCity Farm run 
by community

Riding for the 
Disabled centre on 
reclaimed brownfield 
land

Woodland improves air 
quality and reduces 
particulates from 
motorway GI adds value to 

adjacent properties

Biomass operation run 
by social enterprise 
supplies fuel to power 
station

A multifunctional 
network



Creating World Class Places

The Government’s Strategy for 
improving the quality of place

Four elements of quality of place

� The range and mix of homes, 
services and amenities

� Design and upkeep of buildings and 
spaces 

� Green space and green 
infrastructure

� Treatment of historic buildings and 
spaces

Action 3.1

� developing new planning policy on 
green space and green infrastructure



Green Infrastructure Guidance

� United States literature 2003+

� Biodiversity by Design, TCPA, 2004

� North East GI Planning Guide, 2006

� Creating Successful GI Plans, RNRP, 
2007

� North West GI Guide, 2008

� Eco-towns GI Worksheet, TCPA, 2008 

� CABE, Sustainable Cities, 2009

� Natural England Guide, 2009 

� Landscape Institute Position, 2009

� South East GI Framework, 2009



Rainham Marshes [W]



Sutcliffe Park
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Augustenborg [W]
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Bristol - Bath
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Portland SW 12 th Avenue [W]
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Amsterdam
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Amsterdam
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Shortwood School, Telford
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High Line, NYC
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In a nutshell

� Multi-functionality - Competing pressures –
making best use of scarce land resources 

� Connectivity - Making the whole network 
more than the sum of its parts

� Strategic vision and local delivery -
Partnership working to add tangible value + 
operational effectiveness + public benefit



Anne Jaluzot
ajaluzot@cabe.org.uk

Thank you
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Changing climate…
changing cities?

Claims for storm and flood 

damage in the UK have 

doubled to over £6 billion in 

the UK over the period 1998-

2003 compared to the 

previous five years
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Moderating Urban Temperature Extremes

Source: Adaptation 
Strategies for Climate 
Change in Urban 
Environments 
(ASCCUE), University 
of Manchester
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Towards a Natural Health Service?
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Green is the new gold?

� Natural economy wallet

Source:

Natural Economy Northwest

Northwest region’s environment is 
estimated to annually generate �����
�����	
 in Gross Value Added (GVA) 
and support ��
������	��
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A range of assets
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Actions for housing growth

‘Public space should be part 
of planning and design 
thinking from the outset. At a 
strategic level, a local 
authority’s wider green space 
strategy and green 
infrastructure strategy should 
identify how and where new 
spaces should be provided’


